"Premorbid" personality of patients with Parkinson's disease.
To elucidate the possible existence of a so called "premorbid parkinsonian personality" we studied 33 patients with Parkinson's disease (PD) and 66 controls who did not differ in age, sex, geographic origin, and cultural level, with the Spanish version of the Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory (MMPI). Females of the PD group obtained significantly higher scores than females of the control group for the scales of hypochondria (p less than 0.01), depression (p less than 0.01), hysteria (p less than 0.05), and social introversion (p less than 0.01). The scores of the males with PD in all of the clinical scales of MMPI did not differ significantly from those of the male controls. These results, despite the difficulty of interpretation of a test done in a retrospective way, would agree with the hypothesis previously suggested of the possible existence of a "premorbid" parkinsonian personality, at least in females.